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tho Committee for a Free Europe during the estjblishraent of 
KFE, became vice-president of the new group. 

It is likely that the CIA also helped place at least three 
other members of die San Francisco staff: James T. Iv y, in 
charge of student contacts, had been a Lt. C^onel In the Air 
Force, a regional director of the American aid mission in 
Mainland China, and the Executive Officer of Jinonv Yen ’s 
Joint Commission on Rural Reconstruction in i’aiwan,‘' 
James L. S t ewar t, of iht* Educational Program, had organized 
iTie China Uul^sTon of the Office of War Information, served 
as Director of Psychologicai Warfare, and gone on to Korea 
as information chief first for the Army and then the State 
Department. George Greene, the first president, had served 
two wartime sttiTTswiHrihe Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS) and « year (1949) with the US aid mission in China in 
its iast-ditch attempt to stave off the Maoist Revolution. 
Then, serving only until the end of 1951, the long time 
banker went off on a traveling fellowship *'to conduct 
economic studies in Southeast Asia relative to the problem 
created bv Communism arvl its advance in the Far East.**^^ 

Third, according to published reports, the National 
Committee for a Free Europe’s New York office directed the 
activities of Radio Free Asia.“^ 

ROBERT BLUM AND THE ASIA FOUNDATION . 

The ConimtUee continued until October, 1954, when it 
officially became the Asia Foundation. The reasons for the 
shift are not clear, but preliminarv* evidence suggests 
though by no means conclusively — that the CIA was still 
providing more than money. 

The man who actually accomplished the shift was a 
dynamic, liberal-sounding Ph. D., Rob ert Blum. A native San 
Francist:an, Blum had compiled a dPislungUinicii World War II 
record as an intelii^nce operativ’e in Paris, London, and 
Washington. He then stayed with the OSS until its formal 
dissolution in 1946, whereupon he took up a number of 
posts which were quite likely “cover” for continued 
intelligence activity: 



1946 — executive director of the otherwise unidenti- 

fied Greenw ood Fou ndatio n 

1947- 49 — “on the staff '6TTRF*Secreta^^^ Defense** 

1948- 50 — in France as an aid official in charge of 

Overseas Territories 

1950-51 in French Indochina as head of a special 
technical and economic mi.ssion. 

1952*53 in France as Assistant Deputy for Ek'onomic 
Affairs in the office of (he U.S. Special Re- 
presentative In Europe. 2 1 



According to »the New York Times, Blum’s mission to 
Indochina involved both exposure to military conflict and 
intricate efforts persuading French authorities to permit the 
United SUtes to bring in goods from the United Staten and 
other DolUr-Axea countrie.s. Sale of these goods provided 
local currency ^ds for financing American activities in the 
French colony. ^ Aeoording to the Pentagon Papers, Blum 
wjJ^lsoJnstrumjmUMn^th^ni^^ 



which first involved the United States in dirwUy aiding the 
French war in Indochlna.^*^ 

Blum’s last official iK>st befoie joining the Committee is 
even more suggestive. Returning Europe he became 

chief of staff for the President’s top-secret _Committee on 
International. ..Infojrrogtion^. ^ptjyj.Q^ Many o?^ "tins 
committee’s reports to this Sy remain highly classified, but 
is known publicly that the committee did evaluate the 
morale of US overseas professionals, psychological warfare 
Rctivities of the US governmetn, and the operations of the 
National Security Council. 

In this post Blum worked directly under Ousade for 
Freedom vice-chairman Washburn, who was serving as 
executive secretary, and RFE-President XJ^Jack^, 
vice-president of Time, Inc. and one of the nation s top 
psychological warfare experts during World War 11.^^ So. it 
was not at all unusual that as soon as the Ck>miniision made 
its report. Dr. Blum showed up at President of the 
Committee for a Free Asia. 

Bium look on hLs new post in August, 1953, and in 
Oc tober of the following year he accepted the resignation of 
its board, disbanded the committee and in its place helped 
'irganize a new West Coast group, the Asia Foundation. 
Hrayton Wilbur, McBaine, and Zellerbacb rejoined the new 
board, as did the Presidents of Stanford University, Standard 
Oil of California, ancTa TeV“ bthef Mcicri hdtible^ But 
domIhafiiTg' the *Tfew foundation were some of the major 
figures ill Anieriran foreign affairs, including former Marshall 
Plan administrator PauUlo(fn^ Crayon IQA of (blumbia 
Univerwty, the exei utlve cfiiector of the Cc^ncH on Foreign 
Relations (CFR) chairman of the CFR 

Henr^- Wristem. and iTorean X^ar negoUator Art hur Dea n. 
The 1 -Ia o>nt'lnued to foot the blll^* — the*w1idle thing, 
•n’cording to a foundation staff member. 

And Blum stayed on until 1963, when he was called to 
the Council on Foreign Relations to work under 
fornwr-ClA-chief .Allen Duties as staff director of the 
mamiiioth re-evaluation of U.S.-Chintf relations.-^ —— 

16. Background Memo, Comuiittee fur a Free At»ia, May 28. 
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28 For the CFR Blum wrote The United S fates anu Chtna 
in World Affairs (McGraw-Htli, 1966). David Horowitz 
'summarized the CFR project in “The Making of 
US-China Relations,” Ramparts, October. 1971. 



Piping Oil Through Thailand 

by Jon Marshall 



Japan’s need Co protect its foreign supplies of petroleuin 1$ 
0 major factor influencing its foreign policy', for only a .small 
frarliun of its enormous need is met by output from 
domesfu’ wells. ^ Japanese policy-makers are especially 
coiu:emt*il with the safety' of its oil flow from the Middle 
K;t I, which Japan import* over 90% of its total oil 



To transport this oil from the field.s of Arabia to thn 
South China Sea through the Indian Ocean, Japan'.s utiliers 
must rrojw 12,000 kilometers of occ;ui — un i*.xpen;>jvG 
journey. And it h dangerous as well. The 20d,TU)fi ton 
lankepk. with a draw of over 20 meters, barely negotiate the 
.shallow, 30n-mlje long Straits of Mala»x*a lvetwe«n Malay lia 
and Indonesia.^ In 1067 the 150,000-lon 
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